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Disposal of Instapak® foam in Europe 

 
General 
Instapak® foam is made of Polyurethane plastic material. It is not chemical waste, contains no Heavy 
metals or hazardous compounds and can be disposed of using the normal waste disposal routes for 
industrial companies. In Europe every country has its own packaging waste regulations to meet their 
recycling objectives. Larger waste transport companies are monitoring the general waste streams and 
report the data to their environmental bodies in the member states. None of the EU-countries schemes 
discriminate between the various kinds of packaging materials. There are no barriers for Instapak® in 
Europe. Germany has the tightest administrative reporting of the individual waste streams. In general 
there are no basic differences between EPS, foamed PE and Instapak® after it becomes waste. Cured 
foam is inert and absolutely safe for use. It consists of a stable polyurethane plastic material and will not 
break down into polluting contaminants in a landfill. Waste Instapak foam is classified as normal 
industrial waste and can be offered as such to any waste collecting company.   
During incineration in a controlled incinerator with stack control, CO2 and water vapour are formed. No 
hydrocyanuric acid or dioxins are formed during this process. 
 
 
Industrial and consumer packaging 
Collection of the private waste stream is the responsibility of the public sector (except for packaging 
materials in Germany and Belgium), while collection of the industrial waste stream is taken care of by 
the commercial and trade sectors in Europe. There may be a difference in costs for the removal of 
private waste versus that of  industrial waste. 
  
Germany 
 
Consumer / private sector (sales packaging) 
In Germany all of the packaging materials used to pack consumer products can be collected through 
the so called “yellow bag” system, which is funded by the DSD (Industrial waste collectors association). 
Private individuals do not pay directly for this removal. Waste Instapak® foam cushions are accepted by 
DSD. It is also not necessary to remove the PE-film from the cushion. The producer or importer in 
Germany, of the packaged products is responsible for establishing a collection and recycling contract 
with the DSD. The cost of this contract covers all system costs including recycling targets mandated by 
the German government.  Incineration of waste packaging materials is not allowed. After closing the 
contract, a green dot symbol can be putted on the outer pack for identification and collection. The costs 
related to the pick-up and recycling services must be paid by the importer/ producer. Basically there is a 
general price for plastics by weight and a small price per pack volume charge. Currently the general 
price for plastics is 1.35 €/kg, with a downward trend due to competition. 
 
Industrial sector (transport packaging) 
The industrial producer or importer who's is selling an Industrial product into the German market is also 
responsible for the recycling of the packaging materials as they become waste in the industrial sector.  
The producer / importer can organise recycling himself, or make a contract with a third party 
organisation that handles this for him. Costs related to this contract cover recycling costs only. Current 
prices for waste plastics are around 0.40 €/kg. Examples of third party waste transport service 
organisations packaging materials in Germany are Interseroh, vfw and Edelhoff.  The receiver has still 
to cover the costs for the container rental and regular pick-up. 
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Material Recycling 
Sealed Air GmbH has also established its own waste foam cushion return program for some larger 
customers and their customers. The waste cushions are recycled into water-resistant PU-plates, which 
are used in the construction industry. For more information regarding disposability and recycling of 
waste Instapak® foam in Germany the following telephone numbers have been established: 00-49-
6631-9668-43 of by fax  00-49-6631-9668-2.  
   
For the remainder of Europe 
The green dot scheme is also used in several other European countries, however in those countries it is 
primarily for commercial  reasons and usually not mandated by the government. The disposal of waste 
Instapak® cushions should not pose a problem anywhere within Europe.  
 
More information 
More information ( multi lingual) can be found on the Internet at; 
 
DSD at www.gruener-punkt.de 
 
Interseroh at www.interseroh.de 
 
 


